THE FORTUNE

Written by

Luke Anthony

5717 NW 162nd St. Edmond, OK 73013
405-589-5343



INT. JUSTIN'S APARTMENT - NIGHT

A nerve plant droops down onto the coffee table below. Behind
it, the sounds of rustling grow louder. A door opens,
spilling light onto the leaves.

JUSTIN (23), a laid back programmer who has been enjoying the
simple life, enters with his keys and a handful of birthday
bags.

Behind him is Violet (22), an ambitious filmmaker who is
ready to start a career. She’s wearing a dollar store happy
birthday hat. She notices the plant.

VIOLET
Oh no... Have you not been watering
it?

Justin sits down all of the presents on the kitchen table and
looks over to the plant.

JUSTIN
Shoot!

He rushes over to the kitchen and grabs a glass. Violet bends
down and touches a leaf, it crumbles into her hand.

VIOLET
It’'s just barely alive...

Violet stands and makes her way over to the dining area. She
pulls out a few Chinese takeout boxes.

JUSTIN
Didn’t I tell you that place was
amazing?

VIOLET

I didn’'t expect an entire dragon
parade to come out of the kitchen
to sing me happy birthday.

JUSTIN
Better than that onion volcano?

VIOLET
Never gets old...

Violet puts the leftovers in the fridge as Justin moves to
water the plant. Violet takes off the hat and throws it in
the trash.



VIOLET (CONT'D)
It was nice of your folks to throw
me a party. They really didn’t have
to go all out.

JUSTIN
It's a family tradition!
VIOLET
Well... I'm not family.
JUSTIN

Oh stop! To them you already are.

Justin nearly drowns the plant in water. Violet goes back to
the kitchen table and looks into one of the gift bags. She
pulls out a DVD copy of Titanic.

VIOLET
This was a surprise.

JUSTIN
I told my grandma you were a
filmmaker, so she said she was
going to get you the greatest film
ever made.

VIOLET
Ah... Well it was really sweet of
her.

Justin meets Violet back over at the table.

JUSTIN

I'm glad you got to meet everybody.
VIOLET

Yeah... Me too.
JUSTIN

Do you like them?

VIOLET
Of course! They’'re all very nice.

JUSTIN
They really like you too. I mean...
(Pointing to gifts)
Obviously!

He looks at the presents and counts them.

JUSTIN (CONT'D)
Wait a minute... We’'re missing one.



VIOLET
Did we leave it at the restaurant?

Justin then pulls out a tiny box with a bow on it.

JUSTIN
Surprise!

VIOLET
Oh...

Violet takes it cautiously. She opens it up to reveal a ring.
It’s a cheap looking band with “V + J 4 EVA” engraved on it.

Violet isn’t sure how to react.

JUSTIN
Do you like it?

VIOLET
It’s... cute.

Justin puts it on her finger with a smile.
JUSTIN
That is only the first ring I hope
to be getting you.

He winks at Violet, she rolls her eyes at his joke.

VIOLET
Thank you for this.

They embrace, then Violet puts the box back on the table.

then goes to the takeout bag and pulls out two fortune
cookies.

VIOLET (CONT'D)
Do you want these or should I throw
them out?

JUSTIN
Throw them out, are you kidding me?
My family loves these things!

Violet hands a cookie to Justin.

VIOLET
You first.

Justin takes a cookie and crack it open like a kid on
Christmas.

VIOLET (CONT'D)
What does yours say?

She



JUSTIN
(Reading)
A lifetime of happiness lies ahead
of you.

He looks up to Violet.

JUSTIN (CONT'D)
I already know that’s true.

Violet smiles back as Justin motions for her to hurry.

JUSTIN (CONT'D)
Okay, now read yours!

VIOLET
Are you really that excited to hear
my fortune?

JUSTIN
Yeah! It’s gotta be extra lucky
because it’s your birthday.

Violet scoffs as she opens her fortune. She reads it. Her
demeanor shifts.

JUSTIN (CONT'D)
Well?

Violet doesn’t respond.

INSERT: Fortune that reads: "Embrace the winds of change,
they carry the truth you've been avoiding."

Violet eyes the ring on her finger, then Justin. She crumples
the fortune up and throws it away.

JUSTIN (CONT'D)
Wait, what does it say?

VIOLET
Nothing.

JUSTIN
Nothing?

VIOLET

It doesn’t matter. These things are
just a mass produced gimmick. They
don’t mean anything.

JUSTIN
But...



She sits at the kitchen table, ignoring Justin.

JUSTIN (CONT'D)
Violet, What's wrong?

VIOLET

It must have been something I ate.
JUSTIN

Are you okay?
VIOLET

I... I think I'm just going to go

home.
She abruptly stands and heads for the door.

JUSTIN
Are you sure? You could stay over.

VIOLET
I need to get some rest. I have
finals coming up.

JUSTIN
What about your gifts?

VIOLET
I'll get them later.

She goes for the front door, Justin stops her.

JUSTIN
I love you.

VIOLET
(Beat)
I love you too.

They kiss, almost routinely, then Violet opens the door and
exits.
EXT. CAFE - DAY
Violet sits at a table with HANNAH (21), her lifelong best
friend and roommate. They are pouring over textbooks and
notes.
HANNAH
Hey, Did you get the answer to
number 327?

Violet hands Hannah her notebook.



HANNAH (CONT'D)
Oh... That’s where the three went.

VIOLET
I never thought I would be doing
algebra in film school.

HANNAH
You should just be glad that you
don’t have to take a Medieval
History class, they are brutal.

Hannah holds up a bulky Medieval History textbook. She then
hands the notebook back.

VIOLET
I cannot wait to be done with all
of this.
HANNAH
Just 1 more week!
VIOLET
Thank God... Have you looked for

any jobs yet?

HANNAH
All I've found are PA gigs. Have
you landed anything?

VIOLET
I may have stumbled into an
executive assistant position for a
certain Hollywood producer.

HANNAH
You’re kidding. Did professor Smith
set you up with that?

VIOLET
Possibly...

HANNAH
Damn, I knew I should’ve stayed
awake in his class. Well, at least
one of us will be able to pay the
rent.

VIOLET
You've never missed a payment on
our place.



HANNAH
LA is just a tad bit more expensive

than Oklahoma though...

VIOLET
Nothing we can’t handle.

HANNAH
As long as it ain’t this place.

VIOLET
Exactly.

Hannah abruptly shuts her textbook.

HANNAH
My eyes hurt, can we pick this up

tomorrow?

VIOLET
Sure.

They both begin to pack up their stuff. Hannah notices
Violet’s ring.

HANNAH

Did Justin get you that?
VIOLET

Oh... Yeah.

Violet goes red with embarrassment.

HANNAH
That’s so sweet! I assume things
are going good then?

VIOLET
They are...

Hannah notices the hesitation in her voice.

HANNAH
Did something happen?... Are you
pregnant?!

VIOLET
NO! I just... I'm worried that he

won't want to come to LA with me.

HANNAH
Have you talked to him about it?



VIOLET
No.

HANNAH
Why not?

VIOLET

I've been busy with finals...
Violet begins packing again.

HANNAH
I think you’re just scared of what
he might say.

VIOLET
I just don’'t want to ruin what we
have, okay? Is that so wrong?

Hannah thinks, she eyes her stack of books.
HANNAH
The price of inaction is far

greater than the price of making a
mistake.

VIOLET
Don’'t give me that crap, save it
for your final!
They laugh as they finish packing up.
HANNAH
But I mean, I think that dead dude
has a point.

VIOLET
Yeah, I know...

HANNAH
Just talk to him, and do what you
think is right.

Violet thinks for a long moment, then nods in agreement.

INT. JUSTIN’'S APARTMENT - NIGHT
Violet is in the kitchen making Mac and Cheese on the stove.

She stares at the countdown on her phone, and taps her finger
on the counter impatiently.



JUSTIN (0.S.)
What do you want to watch?

Violet looks up to see Justin on the couch browsing a
streaming service.

VIOLET
Do we have to watch anything?

JUSTIN
I guess not...

The timer goes off, startling Violet. She empties the mac and
cheese it in a bowl, and brings it over to Justin on the
couch.

She hands him a bowl. They start eating quietly. The air is
tense, nobody talks.

VIOLET
Hey, Justin...
JUSTIN
Yeah?
VIOLET
How would you feel about moving?
JUSTIN
Moving? What'’s wrong with this
place?
VIOLET
I mean like... States.
JUSTIN

Oh. I don’t know... Why do you ask?

VIOLET
Just asking. Like, what if we
wanted to move in together, but
somewhere else.

JUSTIN
What’'s wrong with Oklahoma?

VIOLET
You have got to admit, it’s kind of
boring here.

JUSTIN
I don’t think so. I mean, I have
plenty to do.



10.

VIOLET
I know you’ve got your job and your
family, but have you ever had that
fear that you could be stuck here
for the rest of your life?

JUSTIN
I'm not afraid of that... That
sounds perfect. Why are you saying

this?

Justin puts down the remote and turns to face Violet, she
freezes for a beat.

VIOLET
I got a job.
JUSTIN
Really? That’s exciting.
VIOLET
In LA...
JUSTIN

Is this recent?

VIOLET
Me and Hannah are already looking
at places to rent.

JUSTIN
Why haven’t mentioned anything
about this?

VIOLET
I was going to, I just got scared.

JUSTIN
So you just put it off?

VIOLET
I thought maybe you would want to
come with me, but then you said how
happy you were here and....

She stops and puts her head in her hands.

JUSTIN
Why can’t you stay here, with me?

VIOLET
I can’'t be stuck here. I have
dreams that I need to pursue. It
will kill me if I miss out.



11.
JUSTIN
You can’t do that here?

VIOLET
No, Justin. I can't...

There’'s a moment of stillness between them.

JUSTIN
I really thought we were going to
be together... Forever.

Violet grabs Justin’s hands.

VIOLET
I know we're both happy right now,
but our lives are going to split in
two different directions.

JUSTIN
So you're going to leave me?

VIOLET
I don’'t want to! But we can’t both
be happy and be together. Can’t you
realize that?

Justin finally realizes that she’s right. She shows Justin
the ring.

VIOLET (CONT'D)
I'1l always have something to
remember the good times we had.
Justin cradles her hand in his. They go in for a hug.

They pull away, and Justin notices the TV.

JUSTIN
What about the movie?

VIOLET
I'll let you pick.

She stands up from the couch.

JUSTIN
Can’t you stay just a little bit
longer?

VIOLET

I have to go.

Justin shoots up and hugs her again tightly.



12.

JUSTIN
I love you.

VIOLET
I love you too.

They pull away, and Violet moves over to the door.

JUSTIN
Goodbye.

VIOLET
Bye.

She opens the door, takes one look back at Justin, then
leaves.

Justin falls back onto the couch, he curls up and cries to
himself.

He then notices the nerve plant on the coffee table.

INSERT: A fresh green steam sprouts off with a new leaf at
the end.



